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    Springbank Middle School (SMS)
September School Council Meeting
1:00 P.M., Wednesday, October 4th, 2023

Meeting Minutes


Attendees:

Sandra Kuchuik
Tasha O’Gorman
Jean Bangle
Mark Jaffray
Jennifer Tanguay
Caley Remington
Glen Brooker
Dinah King (zoom)

1. Meeting called to Order: 1:11pm
	Approval of Agenda: Jean Motion & Amal Second
	Approval of Meeting Minutes: Caley Motion & Jean Motion
	       
2. Trustee’s Report - Judi Hunter

October Newsletter, Trustee Hunter Ward 5

Schools are well underway with successful start-ups.  I had the opportunity to attend the Welcome back celebrations at Elbow Valley Elementary, Springbank Middle School and Westbrook School.  The weather was spectacular, and it was wonderful to watch the children playing and parents conversing.  Thank you to the schools for hosting and providing food.

Rocky View Communications team have deservedly won a Canadian Association of Communicators in Education (CACE) award for the Space for Students advocacy campaign. This national award recognizes and honours exemplary work in all aspects of school public relations, communications, marketing, and engagement.

The Airdrie Community Engagement has begun.  The engagement will inform parents of the serious space issues in the City of Airdrie and give possible scenarios to alleviate the overcrowding in schools.  Options will include, changing a middle school to a high school, making boundary changes, and making grade configuration changes.  Parent will have the opportunity to weigh in through the School Engage platform as well as community consultations.

Planning is in process for similar processes in Cochrane and Chestermere.

The Alberta government is consulting with stakeholders to gather input for revising the social studies curriculum.  Public input will be sought in 2024. 

Alberta says $12.4M will create nearly 2,000 apprenticeship positions      

The Alberta government is spending $12.4 million that it claims will create nearly 2,000 new apprenticeship positions to be spread over five different institutions across the province. The new positions are slated to go to students at the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology in Edmonton, Southern Alberta Institute of Technology in Calgary, Red Deer Polytechnic, Lethbridge College, and Keyano College in Fort McMurray. In an interview with Postmedia, Advanced Education Minister Rajan Sawhney said the announcement reflects a growing need from employers.

Classroom Champions receives $3.6M to expand educational programs for Western Canadian students  
A mentorship program that connects Olympic athletes with children at schools across the country is set to receive a major funding boost aimed at bridging educational gaps and empowering young minds. Classroom Champions, a leading educational non-profit, has secured $3.6 million in funding from 23 Western Canadian corporations they're calling the Energizing Community Collective. Steve Mesler is the CEO and co-founder of Classroom Champions, which now works with millions of students across North America by facilitating video lessons and interactive chats with athletes.

Alberta’s population continues to surge growing by 184, 000 last year.  This will impact our already overcrowded schools. Link below
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-population-growth-statscan-report-1.6979657

The new Langdon Junior/Senior high school will open September 2025.  Parents of Langdon are presently engaged in dialogue about the school grade configuration and attendance boundaries.

September 30 was Truth and Reconciliation Day, all Rocky View participated in activities related to this day.

Caretaking is presenting a problem for many schools.  Rocky View Schools received additional funding during COVID for caretaking.  The funding has ceased so caretaking has been reduced and schools are adjusting to the new “normal”.

Springbank Community Associate in conjunction with Springbank High School is holding a raffle to support the Springbank High School Physical Education program.  Please be expected students at your door selling raffle tickets.

Bussing times for Elbow Valley, Bragg Creek and Redwood for students going to the Springbank Schools due to construction on Stoney Trail and 22 X.

Gravel trucks were being detoured along RR 33 and RR 31 while RR40 waw being paved.  All trucks should be using RR 40.

Not online – HS raffle happening links online. 

3. Administration Report - Glen Brooker

Schedule settling occurring
Clubs starting (drama for example & Chess club)
Pre-assessments completed for students
IPP season done
There are a couple of presentations happening – Stepping Stones “deal with it” for the G6’s and we are looking into someone coming in to talk about vaping/drugs, etc., owing to a lack of knowledge there. 
Teacher’s had a day off teaching on Friday, working on new curriculum. 
Dr. Deitrich coming in to talk about conflict v bullying

4. Co-chair’s Report – Sandra Kachuik & Caley Remington 

Joint school board and council meeting on 27 October.

5. Reports from Representative Positions

a) Band – Rep is “Mark” 4 sign ups coming out i.e. for admin support, concert help. There are band trips coming up on March 20 – 22nd and chaperones are needed. Band tour in April no dates yet, also want to take kids to Provincial music festival in May – chaperones will also be needed. Volunteer coordinator will help organise sign ups etc. 2 fundraising events (Christmas plants and in spring too, parents will need to help). Loads of kids participating. G8’s are doing a performance for remembrance day.

b) Athletics Report – We had a group of about 35 grade 5-8 students that participated in the Windsong Cross-country Run on Friday, Sept. 22 in Airdrie.  The runners did a great job in representing our school.  Top finishes include:

Grade 5 Boys - First & Third
Grade 6 Girls - Second
Grade 6 Boys - First
Grade 7 Girls - Second  

South Central Zones for Grade 7 & 8's Cross-country will be on Oct. 11 at Trochu.


The Jr. A Volleyball Teams will see their first action this Thursday (Oct. 5) after school at the WH Croxford Turkey Classic in Airdrie.

The Jr. A Girls Volleyball Team will then travel to Strathmore on Saturday, October 7 to compete in the Crowther Memorial Invitational Tournament.  

First Rocky View Tournaments for both teams will be on Friday, October 13.


We are in need of any parent/community members that would be interested in helping coach the Grade 6 Girls and Boys Team.  The tournament is scheduled for Friday, November 3, so practices would start about second week on October.  Interested helpers can contact Mr Lee.

c) Canadian Parents for French – would like to remind parents of FI families that there will be Homework Help Workshops for French Immersion students after school on Wednesdays. October 11, 18, 25th and November 1st. The Workshops begin at 3:15pm and end at 4:15pm. Springbank HS raffle to support the Springbank highschool physical education program - tickets can be bought online, and students will be selling door to door.  
d) Fundraising – Manhar – new volunteer in the role, and she’s offered to come up with events and present to Council.
e) Fun Lunches – going well. Enough volunteers. But parents need to be aware of sizing of products ordered. 
f) Grade 8 Farewell – Heidi and Stephanie and Amal are working on it. Went well last year. We have dedicated staff supporting now too. 
g) Halloween – teacher chairs are Sarah and Jen – they have it all planned out there will be no food this year. Going to do a Friday schedule on Tuesday … some outdoor events, a quiet room, art.
h) Year Book – School lead – already started. Parents can contribute photos etc. Teacher Ms Armstrong is running it. 
i) Volunteer Coordinator – Manhar now occupies this role. 
j) Grants – Mr Brooker spoke with Catherine and discussed the outdoor leadership programme in particular, which he wants to claim grants for to support. 
k) Learning Commons – We’ve been looking for someone to help on Wednesdays. A lady from Lions Club, called Lorrie is going to assist. 

6.  Open Floor – Caretaking cuts – any problems? CR asked, GB says no not really – no sick cover, but generally ok, caretaking support is actually now back to pre-pandemic levels. Having said that, we have disputed the situation but the problem is money.

7.  Next Meetings

Nov 1 at 1 PM
Dec 6 at 1 PM
Jan 10 at 7 PM
Feb 7 at 1 PM
March 6 at 1 PM
April 3 at 1 PM
May 1 at 7 PM - AGM
June 5 at 1 PM

8.	Adjournment 2:17pm Caley motioned, and Tammy seconded. 
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